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To the READ DR. 


His Sermon was preached upon a ſpecial occa- 
ſion, at the ſetting apart of an Elder over a 
Church of Chriſt z he Elders of the Churches, 
| and the People there preſent, did earneſtly deſire 
our Reverend Brother to print his Sermon, they were ſo 
affected with it; and fo they might well be: The Ser- 
mon is ſo Judicious, ſo Quick, and Powerful, that I hope 
the Lord will make it of great Uſe to many. | 
Here you have the Duties of Miniſters and People, (et 
forth ſo excellentiy, and fully, that thoſe that read 
this Sermon will ſee, That this Servant of Chriſt is 
mightily in the Scriptures, an able Miniſter of the New 
Telament, and full of the Knowledge of the Lord. | 
When I read over this Sermon as it was written, by 
one that took it in Short-Hand, I encouraged the Author 
all that J could, to ſatisfie the Deſires of thoſe that were 
ſo earneſt for the printing of it. I have often in publick 
and in private praiſed God for the Grace and Gifts be- 
ſtowed, upon this Reverend Brother; and now that I am 
old, and under ſuch great Pains, walking in the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, it is a great ſatisfaction to me, to leave 
this Church of Chriſt with one ſo able, and faithful 
to take Care of them. The Lord continue his Life, and 
Strength, pour out of his Spirit upon him more and 
more; and grant that the Con tion may eſteem him 
highly for his Works ſale; and be at Peace amongſt them- 
ſheer 3 Which is my hearts Deſire, and Prayer of, 


Decemb, 27. 1697. 


Martin Fynch. 


To my Dear. and Reverend Brethren, in the 
Vork of the Goſpel, who deſired the Printing 


of this Sermon. | 

Hether you may lils this Sermon in reading it, as 

well as you. did in hearing it, I ( who am conſcious 

of the meanneſs of it) ſhould greatly doubt, if I were not 
well ſatisfied concerning your Love and Candour. My defign 
and defire was therein c as it —_— my — Labour) n 

, more than to pleaſe; the pr many was 

> ly your aim _ hope in em me to the Publication 
thereof; I have therefore yielded, that your Requeſt ſhould 


over-rule my own Averſneſs to the Preſs. 

The Text diſcours'd on led me to ſpeak of ſo many ſeve-' 
ral Particulars, that they could not be fully diſcuſſed by me 
in one Diſcourſe, (tho long enough for the Occaſion.) What 
I bave briefly hinted to explain, how Elders are over the 
Church, I have read more largely declared, in the Writings 
of Dr. Owen, Dr. Goodwin, and others, (as I ſuppoſe you 


olſo have) where ſuch as deſire more full ſatiifaction, con- 
cerning that, or other Points, may find it; I follow them ſo 
far, as I underſtand they, follow the Mord of God, the only in- 
fall:ble Rule. Now that the Father of Lights, and the God 

all Grace, would teach Us, and the ſeveral Churches of 

hriſt, over which he hath ſet us, ſo to walk, as is here 
Plainly declared; and much more abundantly, according to his 
Holy Nord; and that he wonld firengthen our Hands in his 
great Work, againſt all Diſcouragements, and that the Word 
of the. Goſpel may greatly prevail, and that. thu mean Diſ- 
courſe may be ſomewhat ſubſeroient thereunto, is the earneſt 


Prayer of, 
- Dear and Reverend Brethren, 
Your Brother and Companion, in the 
. Kingdom and Patience of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Norwich, ( though moſ} unworthy, ). 


Dec. 17. 1697. 
J. STACKHOUSE. 
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r Theſſal. V. 12, 13. 


And we beſeech you, Brethren, to know them which la- 
bour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
admoniſh you ; and to eſteem them very highly in Love 
for their Works ſake. And be at Peace among your 
ſelves. 


HE Exhortation is very ſuitable, and ſeaſonable for 
you now ; and, Oh ! that the Spirit of God would 
ſer it home upon your Hearts; the Lighr of the 
Spirit is a more powerful Teaching, than the 

Words of a poor Worm. 

Above other places it pleaſed God that the Goſpel preached 
had a very ſudden and great ſucceſs at Theſalonics, « chief City 
in Macedonia : You read in 48, 17, That Pal Preaching to 
them three Sabbath days, ſome Jews, and many Greeks, and de- , 
vout Women, not 4 few, were converted: And a Church was 
gathered, ( for ſo he directs both cheſe Epiſtles, Unto rhe 
Church of the Theſſalonians, ) and Officers were ſet over them, 

appears from the Text. And becauſe they received the Word 

wit 


b much affiition, the Apoſtle was very ſolicitous for chap. i. v. 4. 


as 

of 

them, and he ſent Timothy from Athens , that he might 
eſtabliſh them; and comfort them, that they might not be wo- 
ved by their jons, Chap. 3. ver. 2, 3. And upon 7i- 
mot hys return, he wrote from Corinth this firſt Epiſtle, and af- 
rerwards the 8 Epiſtle, and all within the compals of the 
firſt Year of his Preaching to them. Having in this Epiſtle 
declared the Truths of the Goſpel to- them, and variouſly in- 
ructed them, he comes to exhort them to thoſe Duties, =_ 
might 
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» might make their Communion comfortable and -edifying, 
Chap. 5. v. 11. Wherefore comfort your ſelves together, and edi 
one another, even as alſo ye do: He would have them to conſider 
thoſe comfortable Truths, and to obſerve thoſe holy Precepts 
which he had laid down ia this Epiſtle, and ſo to comfort and 
edifie one another; and he urgeth it, and encourageth them 
thereunto, by commending them, that already they did ſo pra- 
Riſe, and that therefore they ought to abound yet more and 
more. All Exhortation doth not imply a Reproof, as if Peo- 
ple did not do what they are exhorted to, but that they ſhould 
yet ahound more and more. 

Hereunto he adds in the Text, an Exhortation to theſe 
neceſſary Duties that they owed to them that were over 
them, their Paſtors or Teachers; for howſoever careful they 
might be in the diſcharge of thoſe Chriſtian Duties of mutual 
Exbortation and Comfort, yet they muſt not think their Mini- 
ſters needlefs. Brethren are to watch over one another, and 
exhort and comfort one another in « way of Love; but El- 
ders do it in the Authority of Chris as ſent by him; and as you 
may expect God's gracious Bleſſing upon your admoniſhi 
and comforting one another, ſo nuch more may you expect it 
from the Miniſtry of them that are ſer over you, Heb, 10. 
24,25, Let u conſider one another, to provoke unto love, and to 
good works; this is the Duty of every particular Member of 
the Church; but then it follows, not forſaking the aſſembling of 
your ſelves together. Every Servant mult watch over one ano- 
ther, that nothing be done contrary to the Maſter's Will and 

| Intereſt z but the chief Steward does it with Authority. 

* Chriſt will not have his Children fed only with uncertain 

' and ſlender Supplies, from their Brethren, to whom he doth 
vouchſaſe Spiritual Gifts; which, as there is occaſion, the 
muſt make manifeſt for the profiting of others; but he dot 
alſo appoint ſuch as ſhould re every one their 1 of 
Meat in due ſeaſon ; that ſhall preach the Word in ſeaſon, and 
out of ſeaſon; that ſhall give themſelves wholly co thoſe 
2 and make it their main Buſineſs whilſt they live. 
Chriſtian love and faichfulneſs in exhorting one another, 
ſhould help forward the Work of the Miniſters, and not 
rempt any to deſpiſe them chat are ſet over them, as uſeleſs. 

much for the Connexion, it being joined by the copulative 


Particle, and. 
In 
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In the Text obſerve, Fit, A loving and earneſt 2 
lation, we beſeech you Brethren ; and oh that we could at this 
time ſo beſeech you, as that we might prevail. 
- Secondly, You have a deſcription of the Perſons, to whom 
the Duties, mentioned in the Text, are to be performed. 
1. They are deſcribed from their Work, they labour among 
you, they labour in the Word and Doctrine chiefly. So in 1 Tim. 


5. 17. They labour among you. The Greek may be rendred in g, ;c,. 


you z they labour in you, as a Builder labours in the Houſe that 
buildeth, they labour in your Hearts and Souls, That 
(Beloved) is our deſire, and the end of all our Labour, to 
make ſuitable - impreſſions of the Word of God upon your 
Souls, by the power of the Spirit accompanying our Labours, 
that we might be able to ſay as the Apoſtle does, 1 Cor. 9. 1. 
Te are our Work in the Lord. 

2. You have their Dignity : They are ſet over you; that is, 
To rule you, and govern Ons eerily; ds, ſuch ai fand be- 
fore you, (that is the firſt fignification of the word) ſuch 4 ds 
excel you, Or that rule you. So the word is rendred, 1 Tim, 3. 
4, J. One tbat Ruleth well bis own Houſe, having his Children 
in [ubjettion with all gravity ; for if «a Man know not bow to Rule 
his own Houſe, how ſhall he take care of the Church of God? The 
ſame word, in both Verſes, is rendred to Rule, which in the 
Text is rendred by being over. Tho' it is not ſo abſolute a 
Rule, as the Rule of a Father is in his Family, yet it does 
import ſomewhat of ordering and governing; Le that knows 
not how to rule his own Houſe, how ſhall he take care of the Church 
of God? The Elder is not a mute Perſon in the Church of 
God; but as a Father hath more to do to order his Family, 
than any other perſon hath in the Family, ſo the Elder hath 
_ to do to order the Church, than any private Brother 

ath. 

And unto this the Apoſtle doth ſubjoin a limitation, it is 
in the Lord; it is not a Civil Dominion, but it is a Spiritual 
Rule, it is according to the Lord's Inſtitution and Laws, it is in his 
Name and Authority, and it is for his Glory only; it is in the 
4 that belong to Religion, and che Worſhip of the 


Thirdly, Theſe Perſons are deſcribed from one ſpecial in- 
ſtance of their Work, rhey adwoniſh you, 
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I. They muſt know them: Now to know doth ſigni 
_ than barely che being acquainted with ws and givi 
them an opportunity 0 acquainted with you, 
ſome Church-Members are 
that) and it implies more than 
for, according to the Hebrew Phraſe, 
note the Affections and the Effects thereof: As not L 
lignilies neglecting, as it was ſpoken to Chriſt, in I/aieb 55. 5. 
Thou ſhalt call « Nation that thow knoweſt not, whom 
neglected for ſo many Ages. Ad. 14. 16. and 17. 30 
poor Genriles were neglected. So, 

1. Knowing doth ſigniſie, Firſt, achnomledging them 
ſuch as they are, and ſhould be accounted by you to be, $0 
16, 18. Acknowledge ye them that are ſuch i acknowledge the 
own them. 1 will not know a wicked perſon, (aith the Plalmiſt, 
Pſalm 101. 4. He explains it in the 6th Verſe ; He ſhal noe 
ſtay within my Houſe, I will not own him for my ant. 
There æroſe a King in Iſrael that knew not Joſeph z ſurely Rog 


and his Benefits that he had procured to Egypr, and 
thereof, could not be forgotten in Years time 
would not own that he was any way obliged to the 
of Faſeph, to ſhew Kiodneſs to his Poſterity, and Kindred 
but he uſed them cruelly: Thus alſo 1 — * that in As 
23. 5. I knew him not to be God's high prieſt ; 1 did not own him, 
and acknowledge him, to be God's High-Prieſt, he being but 
a baſe Intruder, and the Office it ſelf being determined by the 
Sacrifice of our great High-Prieſt Jeſus Chriſt, who hath ac- 
compliſhed all that was tipified by that Office, which was now 
— ms —___ but a matter of Traffick for Gaio, and world- 
y ure. | 

2. Know them; that is, mind them, and conſider them ; as in 
that paſſionate Lamentation of our Redeemer over Jeraſalem, 
Luke 19. 42. Oh that thou badit known in this thy day, the 
things that belong to thy peace. That is, Oh that thou hadſt 


minded them, and hadſt conſidered them: So Paul y_ 
/ that 
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that one part of the Counſel were Phariſces, and the other Sadduces ; an 23. 6. 


that is, conſidering it. 

3. Knowing imports caring, and providing for them : Lord, 
what is Man that thou takeſ# knowledge of him? Pſalm 144 3. 
that thou doſt care for him, or provide for him. The rigbteous 
man reg ardeth the life of his beaſt, Prov. 12. 10. In the Hebrew 
it is, be knows it; and much more ſhould you regard the Life of 
your Elders. | 

4. Knowing imports loving; the Lord knoweth the way of the 
righteows, Pſalm 1. 6. Depart from me, 1 know you nor, Matth. 
7.23. If any man love God, the ſame is known of God, 1 Cor. 8. 3. 
i. e. If any Man love God, the ſame is beloved of God; for we 
love him, becauſe he fir ii loved ws, That is the firſt Duty; you 
muſt know them, you muſt l them, you muſt 
mind and conſider them, and what they ſay; you muſt care 
and provide for them, and love them. : 

IT. But, Secondly, You muſt efeem them very highly, ap 
cn deli, ſuperabundantly ; Oh be not afraid that you ſhould 
abound too much in your eſteeming them. 

III. And, Thirdly, You muſt love them, eſteem them high- 
ly in loue ; hereunto is added the true Motive of your eſteem- 
ing them, and loving them; that is, for their Works ſakg. That 
is the third part of the Text, che Duties that are required from 
the People to their Miniſters. | 

IV. He exhorts to another Duty ; that is, that they ſhould 
be at Peace one with anot ber, and with their Elders : It ſeems to 
have connexion with the former Duties, either as an eſſect, 
and then you mult underſtand it thus; in your conſcientious 
knowing, eſteeming, and loving your Elders, your mutual 
Peace will be beſt maintained and preſerved : But if any do 
deſpiſe their Elders, Schiſm and Diviſion will preſently ariſe. 
Or elſe this, Be ar Peace among your ſelves, may be joined to the 
former A means, and then you may underſtand it thus, mu- 
tual Peace will help you to carry it to your Elders according 
to your Duty ; bur if you are divided one from another, you 
will fail in your Duty to your Elders, and quarrel with them 
alſo. From theſe Verſes I propoſe theſe Points of Doctr ine 


to you. | 
[ That ſuch as are ſet over 4 Church of Chriſt, mu#t labour 
among them, and admoniſh them. 


B II. That 


— 


9 


n 


Mr. Shep- 


herd's Ca- 


vcat. 
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II. That it is the Duty of the whole Church, and of every parti. 
cular Member of the Church, to know, eſteem, and love, moſt 
abundantly, them that ave over them, in the Lord. | 

III. That the Elder's faithfully attending to his Work, and the 
Peoples conſcientious diſcharge of their Duty to their Elder, and 
mutual Pe ace, are ſtriftly joined together, 


Iwill make what haſte I can, a little to open, and apply 
theſe Doctrines to you. 

Dot. I. That ſuck as are ſet over a Church of Chrift, nuſt 

labour among them, and admoniſh them. | 

Give me leave to open unto you their Dignity and their 
Duty, and fo to apply it. | 

I. For their Dignity. Firſt, They are ſet over a Church. Se- 
condly, 1» the Lord. | 

1. They are ſer over a Church of Chrif#z we are not ſet 
over many Churches, but each over that particular Church 
where Chriſt doth place us; it is an human Device to ſet 
one Man over many Churches; but Elders are over particular 
Churches: And in the right Execution of their Office, and 
the Duties of their Office, they are over the whole Church, and 
every Member thereof, tho' as to their Perſons they may be un- 
der them. As Luther (aid, In regard of my Perſon I will fall 
down before any Man; but in regard of the Truth of Chriſt, which 
I adminiſter, J look upon even the Kings of the Earth to be but 4 
Dufl. Whatever weakneſs, or darkneſs may be in an Elder, 
yet in his Holy Adminiſtrations he i oper even a the People. 
As the Maſter of a Ship, whilſt he guides the Ship aright, in 
the work of guiding the Ship, is over all that are in the Ship; 
tho'a King were in it, yet it belongs co the Maſter to order 


and guide the Ship. It is true indeed, that the Elders are the 


Servants of the Church for Jeſus ſake, 2 Cor. 4. 5. But you 
are not from thence to argue, that they are properly your Ser- 
vants to be commanded by you; but they are Servants z that 
is, they are to lay ont themſelves wholly in ſeeking the profit, and 
edification of the Church,according to the Duty of their Office. And 
they are alſo the Servants of Chriſt, to do his Work to the 
Church: Thus in Col. 4. 12. Epephras, who is one of you, a ſer- 
vant of Chritt, ſaluteth you, always labouring fervently for you 
in prayer, &c. So the Apoſtle faith, The ſervant of the Lord 
muſt not ſtrive +, but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient; 

in 
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in meekneſs inſtructing them that e themſelves, 2 Tim. 2. 24. 
And, being the Servants of Chriſt, they muſt not perſuade any 
to believe Men, or pleaſe Men: Do I now perſuade men or God? 
or, do 1 ſeth. to pleaſe men? for if I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be 
the [ſervant of Chrift, Gal. 1. 10. | 

In the ſame Sence they are called Men of Cod, 1 Tim. 6. 1 1. de- 
dicated to his ſervice, in an eſpecial manner; they are iuſtituted 
by Chriſt, they receive their Authority from Chriſt by the 
Cured, they depend on Chriſt for the faichful diſcharge of 
their Work; and their Authority is not to be taken from them, 
ualeſs they forfeit their Calling by ſuch Errors and ſcandalous 
Enormities as deſerve Excommunication ; till then they are 
over you, and are your Rulers. 
5 They are over the 8 oh Lord; it is _ _—_ 
y Dignity, no Magiſterial Dictatorſhip, no rigid Authority, 
no Secular Grandure belongs to them. So our Lord told his 
Apoſtles in Lale 22. 26. yeſhal not beſo, i. e. ye ſhall not ex- 
— 2 wy" 7 jv — a rigid oy; — be that 1 

ateſt among you, let e 45 the younger ; that i chief, 
Git is the ſame word that is rendred Governor, Marth. 2. G. 
as K that doth ſerve, We are not to lord it over Gods heritage, 
x Pet. 5. 3. 

The means of the Elders executing their Office are not car- 
nal means, but Spiritual; not carnal Force, nor carnal l olicy, 
but the Word of God, the Sword of the Spirit. The weapon! 
of our ws <4 are not carnal, but mighty through God, 2 Cor. 
10. 4, 5- Elders muſt not make their own Will, but the 
Will of Chriſt, the Rule of all their Actings in the Church 
of Chirſt: It is in the Lord. 

I deſign briefly to open unto you how they are over the 
(ned in the Lord, Fir#, In General. And, Secondly, In 

articular. a 

I. In General I ſhall ſew you, That all the Names and Ti- 
tles that are given to the Miniſters of Charches in the Scri- 
pture, do both ſpeak Authority; entruſted to them by Chriſt, 
and to be exerciſed by them in the Name of Chriſt, and for 
his Glory; and do alſo import a tender Care, Kindneſs, Com- 
paſſion, and Watchfulneſs, that they ought to have of the 
Flock. 1 Tim, 3.5. How ſhall he care for the Houſe of God ? 
They do alſo import their faithfulceſs, and ſubjection to their 
Lord Jeſys Chriſt. | | 

B 2 1, They 


0 NY C0. 
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1. They are called the ige, of the Lord of Hoſts, Mal: 
The word 2. 7. They are called the Angels of the Churches; Angels ſent - 
here uſed, by Jeſus Chriſt unto the Churches, Rev. 1. 20. They are called 
RD Ambaſſadors to treat with Sinners in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
- _ EY 2 Cor. 5. 20. And they muſt not ſpeak their own Words, bur 
as 2 Fa. their Lords Words; they muſt not ſeek their own Will; or 
14, 17,29. their own Glory, but his that ſent them; and they are com- 
| paſſionately to intreat poor Rebels to (eek Peace with Chriſt; 
and they are carefully to watch to preſerve Peace between 

Chriſt and poor Souls. | | 
2. They are called the Fathers of the People: So Elijah 
was called, 4½ Fat ber, my Father, 2 Kings 2. 12. Even Ido- 
laters did own this Title. Micha in Mount Ephraim, Judges 
17. 10. defired the Levite to be a Father to him ; the Men of 
Judges Dan told the Levite, That it was better for him to be 4 Father to 
. 22. 4 whole Tribe, than to a private Houſe. Joram called Eliſha, my 
Father, 2 Kings 6. 21. So alſo did Joaſh, 2 Kings 13 14. And 
eſpecially ſuch Miniſters, as Chriſt makes uſe of to be Iuſtru- 
Car. 4-12. ments of the converſion of Sinners, are their Fathers: There- 
fore they, being Fathers, mu# travail in birth, that Chriſt may 
be formed in the Hearts of thoſe to whom they miniſter 3 as 
the Apoſtle tells the Galarians, Gal. 4. 19. he did on their be- 
half; and they muſt alſo be renderly affectionate, and ſolicitous 
for the good of their People : 4s ye know, faith the Apoſtle to 
the Theſſalonians, how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged 
every one of you, ( as 4 Father doth bis Children,) 1 Theſſ. 2. II. 
They are Fathers that muſt comfort, and exhort, and charge 

the People. But withal, they muſt not pretend to ſuch ar a 
ſolute Paternal Power, as to require any to believe what they 
ſay, or to do what they command, without ſhewing from the 
Word of God, that thus God reveals his Mind, and that thus 
God commands usto do: For any ſuch Paternal Power is for- 
bidden by Chriſt, call no Man Father on Earth; for one is your 

Father which is in Heaven, Matth. 23. 9. 

3. They are called Guides, or Rulers, or Leaders, Heb. 13. 7, 
17, 24. The word be, ſignifies Guides or Leaders, and 
ſo you may find it in the Margin of your Bibles, and it doth 
import guiding with ſome kind of Authority, in the Name of Je- 
fu Chriſt: It is the (ame word that is attributed to Chriſt, 
Matt h. 2. 6. when it's ſaid, that out of Bethlehem ſhould come 
a,Governor, that ſhall rule my People Iſrael. Chriſt is a Cover- 
| none: 
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nour and a Guide, Iſaiah 55. 4. And being to guide, they are 
to go in and out before their People: It is true of the chief Shep- 
herd, and 8 of under Shepherds, each of them, 
that their Sheep muſt hear his Voice, and he leadeth them out, 
and when he puts forth his own Sheep, he goes before them, and 
the Sheep follow him, forthey know his voice John 10 3, 4. But 
being Guides, they mult not be blind Guides, wo be to them 
if they be ſuch. They muſt direct the Church, eſpecially in 
all weighty Affairs that concern the common Good of the. 
Church; but they are to guide with Counſel, with good Keaſor, 
and with Scripture, not with Self. will, and with Rigour. 

4. They are Stewards, 1 Titus 7. A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, 
as the Steward of God. 1 Cor. 4. 1. Let 4 Man ſo account of us, 
as of the Miniſters of Chrift, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God; therefore they muſt be faithful, So it follows in the (e- 
cond Verſe. It « reguired of Stewards, that a Man be found 
faithful ; and they muſt be diligent and careful, to give every 
one their portion of Meat in due ſeaſon, Luke 12. 42, 43. Who 
then ts that faithful and wiſe Steward, whom his Lord ſhall make 
Ruler over bis Houſbold, to give them their portion of Meat in due 
ſeaſon ? Bleſſed u that Servant, whom his Lord when he cometh, ſhall 
find ſo doing. And they muſt remember, that they mw give 
an account to their Lord when he cometh ;. and if tliey (hall - 
not be able to give an account with Joy, Oh how great will 

be the Terror of that Day! 

5. They are Watchmen, Ezek. 3-17. Son of Man, I have made 
thee 4 watchman unto the houſe of Iſrael, therefore hear the words of 
my mouth, and give them warning from me. Faithful Watchmen 
muſt receive the word from God, and muſt give warning from 
God; and. let not any think that we are ſevere in our Warn- 
ing, for it is from God that we give Warning. Ay Lord, / 
ſtand continually upon the Watch-tower in the day time, and I am 
ſat in my Ward whole nights; ſo the Duty of a Watchman is 
deſcribed, I/. 21. 8, Let none ſay in mockery, Watchman, vba 
of the Night? Watchman, what of the Night? We tell you in 
the Name of the Lord, (Ver. 11, 12. ) the Morning cometh, 
a bright Morning of National Peace; but if you repent nor; 
the Night alſo comes of Come diſmal trouble, or thicker darkneſs 
than what ever yet you have felt; if you will enquire, then en- 

vire ſeriouſly; and if you will return, return with unfeigned 
epentance, and come to Chriſt by a lively Faith; if you do 
not, 
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not, it will be an uncomfortable reflection, that Conſcience 
will make in a day of Evil: This Evil comes upon us becauſe 
we did not hearken unto the Voice of our Watchmen warning us, we 
obeyed not the Voice of our Teachers, and deſpiſed Inſtruction. 

6. They are called Overſeers or Biſhops. Feed the Church of 
God, whereof the Holy Gho#t hath made you Overſeers, Acts 20.28. 
If a Man deſireth the Office of 4 Biſhop, he deſireth a good work, 
I hn. — f — 1 not to — 9 — — rw do 
groundleſly ſuppoſe, any ſuperior Order, or Degree of Prehemi- 
nency that ſome Men have in the Miniſtry over others : No, 
it imports no more than the common Work of all Elders, 0 
overſee the Flock that is committed to them, and to take heed 
to them; which requireth great Care and Diligence. Titus 
1. 5. The Apoſtle tells him, he left him to ordain Elder s and 
at the ſixth Verſe he gives the Character of an Elder; F any 
be blameleſs, &c. and he proves it in the ſeventh Ferſe; for 4 
Biſhop mutt be blameleſs. They are to overſee the Flock with 
great Care, and with great Diligence; therefore they muſt rake 
the overſight of them , not by conſtraint , but willingly ; not for 
filthy lucres ſake, but of a ready mind, 1 Pet. 5. 2. 

7. They be Ts, Shepherds or Paſtors, and they muſt feed 
the People with Knowledge and Underſtanding, Jer. 3. 15. It is 
true of Chriſt the chief Shepherd, and proportionably of each 
under Shepherd, that the People muſt bear bis word, and fol · 
low bim; a ſtranger will they not follow, but will flee from him; for 
they know not the Voice of ſtrangers, John 10. 4, 5. They are to 
give them wholeſom Food, wholeſom Doctrine; and the 
People muſt diſtinguiſh between ſound Doctrine and the Voice 
of Strangers. But ſtil] it muſt be remembred, that Chri## is 
the chief Shepherd of our Souls, 1 Pet. 2. a5, & 8 4. Aud all 
Men that he doth ſet over one or other of his — ö 
are but under Sbepherds; all that they deliver truly and l 5 
ly, they have it from Chriſt, that ove Shepherd, Eccleſ. 12. 11. 
And they muſt, being under Shepherds, imitate the Example 
of our Great Shepherd, of whom it is propheſied in Iſa. 40. 11. 
He ſhall feed bis Flock likg @ Shepherd, by ſhall gather the Lambs 
with his Arm, and carry them in hy Bojom, and ſhall gently lead 
thoſe that are with young. Thus muſt Shepherds in the hes 
do, they muſt care for the tender Lambs, they muſt care for 
thoſe that are oppreſs'd with Infirmities, they mult not over-drive 
the Flock, and they muſt diligently know the fate: of their * 
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whether increaſing, or decaying in grace. They muſt be 
very careful to avoid that reproof that God gives by Exebiel 
againſt the Shepherds in that day, Exel. 34. 2, 3,4. Moe be ro 
the Shepherds of Iſrael, that feed themſelves ſhould not the Shep- 
herds feed the floch > Te eat the fat, and clothe you with the 
wool, ye kill them that are fed; but je feed not the flock. The 
diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengt hned, nor healed that which was ſick, 
neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye 
brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye ſought 
that which was loſt ; but with force and with eruelty have ye ruled 
them. Oh this is a ſevere Reproof, a dreadful Charge to be 
given in againſt any that are called to be Shepherds or Paſtors ; 
it behoves us all to keep our ſelves unſpotted, and to be 


faithful. 
8. They are called , Teachers, or Dofors, Iſa. 20. 


v.30. Thine eyes ſhall ſee thy Teachers, they ſhall no more be removed 
into corners, 1 Cor. 12. 28. God hath ſet ſome in the Churches, firſt 
Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers: Therefore they 
mult be apt to reach, Therefore that is inculcated as the qualifica- 
tion of a Biſhop, 1 Tim 3.2. He muſt be ape to teach. And they 
muſt hold faft rhe faithful Word, and be able by ſound: Doctrine to 
exbort, and convince gain · ſayers, Titus 1. 8. They muſt ex- 
hort, inſtruct, and comfort the Church, with at Ausberity; 
theſe things command and teach, 1 Tim. 4. 11. Charge them that 
are rich inthis World, cap. 6.17. They muſt reprove pablickly 
ſuch as do fin publickly ; they muſt give an open reproof for 
open ſins. 1 Tim. 5. 20. Them that ſin, rebuke before all, that 


others alſo may fear ; and they muſt rake heed to themſelves, and 1 od 


to their Doctrine: There muſt be great care and great ſolici · 
touſneſs in us, that what we ſpeak in the Name of the Lord 
be indeed che Mind of the Lord, and cordially believed and 
ſubmitted unto by our ſelves as ſuch. 

9. And laſtly, They are called Npio% me Elders, or Preſ- 
byters, If any Man be ſick, let him ſend for the Elders of the 
Church, James 5. 14. The Elders that are you, 4 exhort, 
who am alſo an Elder, 1 Pet. 5. 1. But with Elders there muſt” 
be Wiſdom, and an Ability to give Counſel, and Gravity x they 
muſt not be Novices, they muſt Rule wel, and be Examples to 


the People. a 
Thus in eral, from their Names and Titles, I have 


ſhewedyou that they are over you, in the Lord. = 
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II. I ſhall ſhew you a little in Particular what you are 
to underſtand by this being over you, in the Lord. 


1. It is « Power communicated by Chris Word of Command, 
or /nſtitution ; the Conſtitutions of the Goſpel do preſcribe 
it, Matth. 28. 20. teaching them to do whatſoever things 1 have 
commanded you : And if any do aſſume more thin Chriſt doth 
grant and command in his Word, ſuch are Uſurpers, Thieves, 
and Robbers, vainly pretending to what they do not receive 
2nd derive from Chriſt by his Word. | 

2. The Rule that Chrit hath entruſted and committed to them by 
his Word, is the guidance of the Church, in all things belonging to 
rhe Worſhip of God; for the ordering and diſpoſing of all things 
in the Church, for Chriſt's Fae Cm the Churches Edification; 
they are to care for all the Spiritual Conceruments of che 
whole Society that is committed to them; they are to care for 
the Houſe of God, 1 Tim. 3. 5. ; 

3. They have their Power immediately by the Church , but not 
from the Church; Chrift doth apply the Office, tho the Church de- 

fins the Perſon : The Church chuſeth them, and the Holy 
Ghoſt makes them Overſeers, A#s 20. 28. They are ſent 
by Chriſt, John 13. 20. He that receiveth whomſoever 1 ſend, 
receiveth me ; and he that receiveth me, receiveth him that ſent 
me : They are Ambaſſadors for Chri#t ; they do act in his fead, 
and by the Authority that be hath committed to them. As à King 
in his abſence, may appoint Officers to wait upon his Queen, 
and ro manage the Affairs of his Kingdom; and may alſo 


Dr. Codvins Bive Rules, that upon the death of any of them, ſhe ſhould 
Government ehuſe new ones; yet ſtill their Authority is ſuch as the 
of Churches. King hath vouchſafed in his Commiſſion to them, not what 


the Queen gives them by chuſing them. 

4. The Obligation of the Members of the Church, to a free, and 
voluntary, and uncompelle Obedience to them, doth ariſe from the 
Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, which the Elders exerciſe according to 
his Laws, Your Obedience, I ſay, muſt be free and volunta- 
th yet you are 7. to obey them, becauſe they exerciſe 
the Authority of Chriſt, 7 to his Laws. They do 
not act by the Authority of the Church, when they declare 
the conſent and determination of the Church in the common 
Affairs of the Church. The Church doth in conſenting ex- 
erciſe their Liberty, and their Privilege, according to the aye 
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of the Goſpel, ( for the order of the Goſpel is ſuch, that no 
act can take place in the Church without their own conſent) 
but whilſt the Church doth thus exerciſe their Liberty, and 
the Elders do declare the conſent of the Church; yet till 
they act by the Authority of Chriſt, and in his Name, Adartbh. 
28. 3 laſt Verſes. Al Power à given to me in Heaven and in 
Earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations, baptixing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gho#t : 
Teaching them to obſerve all things that I have commanded you. 
Note here, That becauſe all Power i given unto me, therefore I do 
authorize you to diſciple and baptixe all Nations, and to teach 
them to obſerve all the Inſtitutions of Worſhip that have com- 
-nanded you, All Goſpel] Miniſtrations are grounded uponthe 
Power that is given to Chriſt z and that not only with re- 
ſpect to the Apoſtles themſelves, bur alſo with reſpe& to or- 
inary Elders, that are their Succeſſors ; for ſo it follows, Lo 
I am with you always, to the end of the World, So in Tie. 2.15. 
Theſe things teach, and exhort, and rebuke with all all authority; 
let no Man deſpiſe thee. They muſt not act Imperiouſly, nor 
Precariouſly, but they are to act in their Miniſtration with al 
Authority ;, and this Authority is not their own Authority, 
but Chriſt's; and the Authority of Chrif# muſt be be freely own- 
ed; no Man mutt deſpiſe them. Thus I have ſpoken to their 


Dignity, they are over you, in the Lord. 


II. Conſider their Work ; they labour among you, and admo- 
niſh yon: And here let me ſhew you Summarily, Firſt, hat 
their Work uw. And, Secondly, That it is « labour. 


I. As for their Work, the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Eph. 4. 12. For 
the perfefting of the Saints, for the work of the Minſtry, for the edi- 
fying the Body of Chriſt : There ſeems to be a tranſpoſition 


p<: 
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of theſe words, for the work of the Adiniſry, which lieth in nes: + 4. 
thoſe two things here named, the jointing in of the Saints into we 


Chriſt, and into Church Fellowſhip, and rhe edifying of the 
Body, that ſuch as are not Saints, may become Seints by the 
Power of the Word, and be jointed into the Church ; and 
after that they are jointed in, that the Body might be edi- 

fied. Particularly. + | _ 
1. They are topreach the Word of God, and they are to ad- 
winiſter all the Qrdinances of * and they muſt do it — 
| gentiy 
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genth and faithfully. This charggyis given, 2 Tim. 4 12. Preach- 
the word, be infant, in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ; reprove, re- 
bukg, exhort, with all long-ſuffering, and dottrine, They maſt 
ſpeak. like the Oracles of God, 1 Pet. 4 11 with clear Evidence 
of Scripture Light, that God in all things may be glorified. 

muſt not corrupe and mingle the pare Word of Goa, with the 
ſophiſtical Notions and Errors of Men, 2 Cor. 2. 17. They 
muſt not lay wood, and bay, and flubble upon the foundation ; if 
they do, their Work ſhall ſuffer loſs, and themſelves be ſaved 

with great difficulty; ſo as by fire, 1 Cor. 3. 12, 15. 

2. They mutt watch for your Souls, Heb, 13. 17. Obey them 
that have the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves; for they watch 
for your Soxls. They muſt watch with great care, and great 
diligence ; tho thereby they be expoſed to great trouble, and 
great danger: They muſt warn the People of their Back- 
{li of their Wanderings, and they mult charge 

, that they keep th way of the Lord; they muſt exhort 

them to their preſent Duty, and they muſt exhort them to 
y hold on their future Reward. They muſt be very watch- 
ful, 4e by ſome means the Tempter ſhould tempt any, and their la- 
bour ſhould be in vain, 1 Theſſ. 3.5. They muſt warn them 
when any danger approacheth; as God chargeth Ezekie/ in 

Chap. 3. 18, 19, Verſes; When I ſay unto the wicked, Thou, ſhalt 
ſurely die; and thou giveſt him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn 
the wicked from bis wicked ways, to ſave his life ; the ſame wicked 
Man ſhall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at «thy 
bands, &c. | 

Bear with us, Beloved, if we ſeem unto you to be 
too earneſt, and too warm in our Admonitions and Re- 
proofs ; we ſpeak for the life of your Souls, and it is for the life 
our own Souls alſo; we muſt ſhew you the good way of the 

Lord, convince you of the Equity of it, and labour to im- 
prels you with à ſence of your Duty, and excite you by the 
moſt powerful Motives we can uſe, to a cheerful, even, and 
conſtane walking in the ways of the Lord. 8 
. The Elders are to;exhert and comfort ulli, the Members of the 
Church, (yea, and all that deſire to receive Inſſruction fro 
them) as their Condition and Neceſſities.do require: They mu 
go this with great genrleneſs and compaſſion, with (impathizing 
Bowel, and condeſcending Loves ſuch the Apoltle tells the * 
. *felonions was his Carriage towards them, 1 Tel. 3. 7,8. We 
I. 


# 


were 


. ; 
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were gentle among you, even as 4 Nurſe cheriſuetb her Chilgr!® : 
So bring affettionately deſirous of you, we mere willing to bave in- 
parted to you, not the Goſpel of God only, but ſa our own Sauls, 
becauſe you were very dear unto . So alſo he chargeth us, 1 The: 


3.14. 

Brotherly Love doth oblige all to attend nnto this Du- 
ty; but the Office committed to the Elder doth more 
oblige him to it 3 by is to be patient tomerdt ol, ( 2 Tim. 
2. 25.) and in meekneſs to inſtruft them that do oppoſe themſelves 3 
if peradventure God may give them repentance, that they may 
e/cape out of the ſnare of the Devil. They are to do this gene- 
rally in their publick preaching of. the Golpdl and alſo parti- 
cularly from Honſe to Houſe ; Thus the Apoſtle Clary his 
diligence, Ad, 20. 20. J have kept back, nothing that was profitg- 
ble to you, but I have ſhewed you, and taught you publicky, and from 
Houſe to Houſe. | 

4. They are to defend, and maint ain the Truth, Pad Cor- 
rupt ion and Error, 2 Tim. 1. 13, 14. Hold faſt the form of ſound 
words, in Faith and Love, which i in Chrift Jeſus. That good 
thing that is committed to thee, keep by the Holy Gho#t which 
dwelleth in . And they are not only to keep it themſelyes, 
but they muſt by ſound Doctrine, exhort, and convince Gai 
layers ; 8 271. — 2 who 772 * 

ouſes, [peaking things they ought not, for filthy lucre's ſake, 1 Tit. 
1.11. And in Chap. 2. v. N. it is required of them that 
have ſound ſpeech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the 
contrary part may be aſhamed, — fv evil thing to ſay of them. 
It is that which requireth great Wiſdom, that we dc 
cloſe to the Word, that we hold faſt the Form of wholeſom 
Words, according to the Scripture, and that all that we ſpeak 
in the Name of the Lord, be ſound Speech, that be 
condemned; we muſt contend earneſtly for the Faith which was 
once delivered to the Saints, Jade . v. We muſt watch againſt 


grievous Wolves enterin in Ws * is is the 4 
ven to the Elders in A, 20. 28, 29, The Charctes, and eſpe - 
cially the Angels of the Churches, Rev. 3. 2. muſt try them 


that ſay they are Apoſtles, and are nat ; and find them to be 
lars. 
5. They that are over the Church muſt be exemplary in yield- 
ing Obedience to all the Commandments of Chriſt. Whoſoever there- 
fore ſhall break, one of the leaſt of * Commandments, and ſhall 
| | : | 
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Teach Men ſo, ſhall be called the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven; 
Matth. 5. 19. If you reach it not in your Preaching, and teach 
it in your Example, that any of the Commands of Chriſt are 
too little to be regarded; you incurr the Threatning of being 
excluded from the Kingdom of Heaven : Oh w hat cauſe of trem- 
bling have we l So the Apoſtle chargeth Timorby, 1 Tim 4, 
v. 12. Be thou an example of the Believers, in word, in converſa- 
tion, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity, And in 2 Tim. 
2. 22. Flee alſo you: hal luſts; but follow righteouſneſs, faith, cha- 


rity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 


Elders are ſet up in a golden Candleſtick to be Lights, and they 
muſt be pure Lights, they muſt be burning and ſhining Lights ; 
if there be any fichineſ in them, it will leſſen che Light, 
and make the Light offenſive, which they hold forth to the 
People: They are ſer upon A Hil, the Eyes of all Men are up- 
on z and their not walking in exemplary Holineſs, brings 
2 great reproach upon the Goſpel and Truths of Chriſt which 
they preach. But it is honourable, if they can (ay, as / hilip. 
3. 17. That is the firſt thing they muſt /aboxr, 


II. This « labour; to do this is labour ( Beloved) even unto 
wearineſs : As Kom@vres, the Greek word, ſignifieth: The ſame 
word is tranflated, being weary, John 4. 16. This ſate Jeſus 
weary on the Well. We have toiled all night, and caught nothing, 
Luke 5. 5. The work of the Miniſtry, my Beloved, 4 go-d 
work, and it is a work that may be "vs 1 Tim. 3. 1. But it 
may not be deſired for Honours ſake, nor for Maintenance 
ſake, but for Works ſake : Bur, as it is a good and delirable 
Work, ſo ir is a painful and Jaborious Work; it is hard 
toilſom Labour, ſo that they need to give rhemſelves wholly 
ro . 


r. There is the labour of the Brain; there is a giving atten- 
dance to Reading, Meditation, and Prayer, which is com- 
manded them, that ſo they may faithfully ciſcharge the Duty 
of their Office. 1 Tim. & 13. Till I come give attendance to 
Reading, to Exhortation, to Doctrine And Verſe 15. Meditate 
on the things, give thy ſelf wholly to them, 2 Tim. 2. 15. Study 
70 frew thy [elf 2 unto God, a workman that needeth not 
t0 be aſhamed ; rightly dividing the word of Truth There needs 
continual. Study, Reading, and Meditation; which is hard 

ö Labour, 
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Labour, and doth greatly exhauſt the ſtrength of their natu- 
ral Spirits: The Preacher ſought to find out acceptable words x 
and that which was written was upright, even the words of truth, 
Eccclel. 12. 15. 

2. Their Work is Heart labour; in their Work they muſt 14. 
bour hard with their own Hearts, and with the Hearts of thoſe 
that God bath ſet them over, They labour with their own Hearts, 
for in their Hearts are like Paſſions as other Men have z they 
have many times unbelief vexing them, deſpondency caſting 
them down; without are fightings, and within are fears, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 7: 4. They are to ſerve God with their 
ſpirits in the Goſpel of Chriſt ; ſincerely and heartily, Rom. 1. 9. 
But their Spirits are ſometimes diſcompoſed, and diſquieted, 
and caſt down; and at other times their Spirit « willing, and 
their Fleſh is weak. They labour with their own Hearts, for 
they muſt be careful of their own Souls, 1 Cor, 9. 27. If they 
be keepers of others Vineyard, and do not keep their own Vine hard, 
if they do not tcke heed to themſelves, that they may ſave them · 
ſelves, as well as others, they ſhall be found Fools in the Iſſue 
of their Labowrs, And as they have hard labour with their 
own Hearts, ſo they have alſo hard labour with the Hearts of 
thoſe whom they teach; and if God doth not help them, to 
work on the Hearts of them whom they teach, they can do 
nothing. Thus the Apoſtle expreſſeth his Labour, Cole. r. 
28, 29. Whon we preach, warning every Man, and teaching every 
Man, in all Wiſdom, that we may preſent every Man perfect in Chreſt 
Feſus ; whereunto I alſo labour, flriving according to his 'working, 
which worketh in me mig btily : If char the Spirit work with us 
ei then our Labour is ple aſant, tho tis bard : But if we be 
put to lament, who hath believ'd our report, and to whom is the 
= of the Lord revealed? It even breaks our hearts with 
grief, 

3. It is Labour for which they many times have little thanks gi- 
ven them. Thus the Apoſtle tells the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 12. 1 5. 
I will very gladly ſpend, and be ſpent for you; tho the more abun- 
dantly | love you, the leſs I be loved. So great an mo met 
with ſo mean 4 requita/, from thoſe-whom- he had by his 
preaching Converted and other Elders do many times meet 
with a diſcouraging requital, the more abundantly they love 
them, the leſs they are beloved by them: they are many 
times counted enemies, becauſe they ig the people the truth, — 


* 
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the Galatians did account Paul; whereof he complains, 
Gal, 4. 16. ; 
ek hard Labour, wherein many times they have little ſucceſs, 
They are made Fiſhers of Men, Mat. 4. 19. and they are put 
many times to complain unto the Lord, as Luke 5. 5. Maſter 
we bave toiled all Night, and have caught nothing. Many times 
they ſee no fruit of their labours, before they are called home; 
and they that come after them, reap the harveſt of the ſeed 
which they did ſow. So our Lord told his Diſciples, Jo 4. 
v. 38. Qther Men laboured, and ye are entred into their labours, 
5. It is a toilſome Work, which is uſually attended with great 
Suffering, whilſt they do faithfully diſcharge their Miniſtry. 
Wicked Men hate them, becauſe they cannot ſpeak good to 
them in a way of ſin; and the frowardneſs of their Brethren 
doth many times occaſion great trouble to them. The Apoſtle 
frequently makes mention of his Sufferings, 2 Tin. 1. 12. For 
the which cauſe 1 alſo ſuffer theſe things, nevertheleſs I am nat 
aſhamed, for 1 know in 1 have believed. So allo, 2 Tim 2. 
v. 9, 10. and 2 Cor. 11. 23.—27v. They that are called to 
his Work, muſt endwe hardneſs as good Soldiers of Feſus Chriſt. 
we are commanded; 2 Tin. 2. 3. And we muſt not 
moved by any ſufferings and tronbles whatſoever, ſo as to 
leave our Miniſtry becauſe of Sufferings, Ad 20. 24. None of 
Pac things 5 me, neither _ I my x Her ar wy ſo 1 may 
iſh my courſe with joy, and fulfil my Miniſtry which I have re- 
ceived of the Lord Jeſm. It is then, you ſee, hard Labour 
labour of the Brains, labour with the Heart, labour that they bave 
little thanks for, labour that they bave often little ſucceſs in, labour 
in which they many times ſuffer great and bard things. Yet thus 
we muſt Work, and thus we muſt Labour; à neceſſity is laid 
#s, (1 Cor. 4. 9.) and woe to us if we preach not the Goſpel. 
hus muſt we take heed to ſave our own Souls, and thoſe that bear 
; and we mult take heed that we be faithful, chat the blood 
of none be required at our hands. I call you, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, to witneſs that I am free fromthe blood of all Men, Acts 
20. 26. If the blood of any, to whom we preach, ſhould be 
required at our Hands, how ſhall we anſwer it to our Lord? 
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By way of Application. 


1. The good Lord pardon all the Failings and Miſcarriages of 
u, who miniſt er the Word, and Doctrine; all our coming ſhort 
in ſo great 3 Work : It was a great ding the Apoſtle aid, 
3 __ by wy ſel know nothing wherein I have failed in 

the work of my Will to 1 bereby juſtified ; for 
Chriſt knoweth ork than doth, 
1 Cor. 4. 4. But as — poor —— we dare not ſay, that 
we know no thing þ 7 our ſelves; we have many Miſcarriages 
that we are guilty of; but we hope and believe, char we ſbat 
be ſaved by the Blood of 'Chrif, even 4s 50. 

2, Who is ſufficient for theſe things ? The * puts the 
Qgeſtion, 2 Cor, 2. 16. No Man, no Angel, is "ſufficient for 
as great Work; except we have afreſh anointing of the 

Spirit, - we have full communications of Life, 

ve, and Holine(s from the Holy Spirit. We are not /uf- 

_ of our ſelves, to think any thing as of uur A our ſuſftci- 

e e, Fo Elders muſt ſt walk humbly with their 

Cod, on whom they depend for all their Supplies; their -Of- 

ce, and all their Abilities * their Office, are freely given them 

from the Grace of Chriff : And they muſt alſo wa humbly 

with them, that they are ſet over ; remembring that themſelves 

were by Nature 7 — againſt the Majeſty of Heaven; 

and they muſt walk their many Deſects 

and Weakneſſes that = . — of to themſelves: Even 

— Apoſtle Paul faith, 2 Cor. 10. 1. Now I Paul my ſelf beſeeob 

o, by the meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chrif : And if Pu him- 

tel did, how much more muſt we, beſeech you by the meek- 

— and gentlenels of Chriſt? Elders muſt not lift up them- 
ſelves above their Brethren z they muſt fear, let being liſted 

"_ * they ſhould fall. into the condemnation of the Devil, 

im. 3 

„Let us who are called tothis Work and Labour, give thanks 

0. Jeſus Chriſt, who calleth and belpeth us; and let us give -al 

ory unto bim. I thank. God,: Rich the Apoſtle . who — a 


2 and counted me fajphful, putting me into the miniſtry, Tim. 
1. 12. 
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1. 12. It is matter of Thankſgiving from us, that God ſhould 
count us faithful, aud make u faithful; and that God ſhould 
enable zu to labour, and make us able Miniſters of the New Teſt a. 
went ; not of the Letter, but of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 3.6. We re- 
ceive all from him, that we may give all the glory unto him; 
To me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, ts this grace given 
that 1 ſhould preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt, Eph. 3. 8. So we may alſo ſay, 

4. Let s who are called to this Work and Labour, fir up 
our ſelves to Labour: As the Apoſtle exhorts Timothy, 2 Tim. q. 5. 
Watch thou in all things, endure affiittion, do the work of the Evan- 
geliſt, and make full proof of thy Miniftry : So let us watch in all 
things, endure Affliction, do rhe work of Elders, and make full 
proof of our Miniftry 5 let us make full proof to others of our 
Miniſtry, and of our Faithfulneſs in this great Work, where- 
unto we are called: We have a great Bxample given us by 
the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor, 6. 3, 4, 5, 6. Giving no offence in any 
thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed, but in all things approving 
our ſelves as the Miniſters of God. This was the Apoſtles Care, 
this is to be our Cares inall things co approve our (elves as 
the Miniſters of God, in much Patience, in Afflictions, in Neceſ- 
fities, in Diſtreſſes, in Labours, in Watchings in Faſtings, by Pure- 
neſs, by Knowledge, by Long-ſuffering, by Kindveſs, by the Holy 
Ghoſt, by Love unfeigned. This ought to be the care and reſo- 
lute endeavours of our Souls; and that we may be enabled 
ſo to do, we muſt ſeek to abound more in love to the Lord 
Teſw Chriſt, John 21 15. and in love to the Souls of rhe People, 
1 Thefl. 2. 8. 

Laſtly, Toa who have called Elders to watch over you, (for there 
are not only of this Church, but other Churches preſent,) do 
you, I ſay, frengthen their Hands, and encourage them in their 
Mork, as much as poſſibly you can; do you countenance and com- 
fort them; and, as the Apoſtle givech charge concerning 77. 
mot hy, ſee that he may be with you without fear; for he worketh 
the work of the Lord, 1 Cor 16, 10. So let your Elders be with 
yon without fear, for they work the Work of the Lord; do 
what you can to ſtrengthen their Hands in ſuch hard and la- 
borious Work : And that leads me to the 

II. Doct. That it is the Duty of the whole Church, and of eve- 
ry Member thereof, to know, eſteem, and love, moſt abun- 
dantly, thoſe that are over them in the Lord, and that for 
their Works ſale. I 


be Mutual Duties of Elders and People. - 
I hall (peak a little in the firſt place to the Duty, and in 
the ſecond place, to the Mori ve, for their Works ſake. 8 


I. As to the Duty that you owe to your Elders; in ſhort, 
it is Love; as Love is the fulfiling of the Law; and all the other Com · 
mandments are briefly comprehenaed in this Saying, Thos ſhalt love 
thy Neighbour as thy ſelf : So give me leave to lay, That Love 
is the fulfilling of all the Duties that you owe to\your Elders; and 
all other Duties that you owe to them, are briefly comprehend- 
ed in this Saying, Love your Elders unſeignedly z love them that 
are over you in the Lord without diſſimulation; Love will 
make you doubly diligent in performing every good Office to 
to them: Whatever you do to, or for them, if Love be want- 
ing; it is not valuable ; if you do it for fear of Men, or from 
any —— or ſordid Principle, it is not acceptable. But, Par- 
ricu * 

I. Yow mut homdur and reverence them; you muſt highly eſteem 
them, for they are worthy of double Honour. The Apoſtle tells 
the Galatians, that they had once ſuch an eſteem of him, Gal. 
4. 14. My temptation that was in my Fleſh ye deſpiſed not, nor re- 
jected ; but received me as an Angel of God, even as Cbrift Jeſus: 
Tho his bodily Preſence was mean, tho' he was expoſed to 
many Sufferings, and many Infirmities, yer they did highly 
eſteem his Doctrine, as if an Angel from Heaven, or Jeſus 
Chrif# had preached ic; and they did in like manner eſteem 
him for his Doctrines ſake z they did greatly eſteem him. 
Thus we read, Kom. 10, 15. How beautiful are the feet of them 
that bring glad tidings * The Feet are the meaneſt Members, 
and liable to ſoil ; but yet becauſe they bring the glad Tidings 
of che Goſpel, you ſhould eſteem that in them, which is mean- 
eſt, to be beautiful; you ſhould eſteem them to be worthy of 
Honour and Reverence. The Apoſtle tells us, that ſo the Co- 
rinthians Carried it to Titus, 2 Cor. 7.15, Hicinward affettion is 
more abundant towards you, whilft be remembreth the obedience of 
you all, how with fear and trembling you received him: Ye were 
afraid, leſt any thing in your carriage might grieve him, or of- 
fend him. And let not any that have more years than their 
Elders that are ſet over them think, that cherefore they are not 
obliged to honour and reverence them, being younger; the Scri- 
pture charge is, Let no Man deſpiſe thy youth, 1 Tim. 4. 12. 
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2, You muit obey them, and ſubmit to them, in all things, that 
they [peak to you in the Name of Chriſt, and from the Word of 
the Lords So in that before-named place, whilſt he remem- 
breth the obedience of you all. So, 1 Cor. 16,16. That you ſubmit 
your ſelves to ſuch, and to every one that heipeth with un, and la- 
boureth, Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that have the Rule over yon, 
and ſubmit your ſelves : Obey their Teachings, and ſubmit to their 
Admonitions, Reproofs, and Government; do not you do as 
the ſtubborn Iſraelite did, when Moſes came to part two that 
were quarrelling, the faulty Perſon thruſt him away, and ſaid, 
Who made thee a Ruler, and Fudge over mw? Acts 7. 27. When 
your Elders would perſuade you to Peace, or Holineſs, don't 
fly in their Faces, and ſay, Who made you Rulers over us? But 

heir guidance, ſo far as they follow Chriſt, 
1 Cor. 11. 1. Be ye followers of in, as we alſo are of Chrift Je- 
ſus. It is ſad to confider, how fooliſhly we are apt to run in- 
to Extreams.; {ome Elders are for taking al to themſelves, and 
they will be Abſolate, and — and will allow the 
Church no Power, Liberty, nor Privilege; and on the other 
ſide, ſome People are for taking ab to themſelves, and will 
have their Elders to be no more than Cyphers, or Tools among 
them; they will not underſtand how their Liberty can con- 
fiſt with obeying, and ſubmitting to them that are over them, in 
the Lord, There are ſome that are apt to have a great opini- 
on of their on Sufficiency, Wiſdom, and Authority, and that 
they have little need of their Elders : But Chriſt will not 
bear it, that his Meſſengers ſhould be ſo ſlighted; and they 
that are humble, and wiſe, and ſincerely deſire the publick 
good of the Church; will ſabmit themſelves to them that are 
over them in the Lord, and they will be afraid of following 
their own Will, leſt in ſo doing they ſhould iſtead others; 
they will ſeek the Law of - Chriſt from the Month of their El- 
ders, that all things may be done orderly, according to the 
Word of God; and that their Elders may be with them, 
without fear and trouble of Spirit. 

3. Ton muſt believe and prattiſe the ſincere Word of God, being 
preached unto you, by them that are over you in the Lord: The 
Apoftle doth greatly commend the. Theſalonians for this, 
1 Thel 1. 6. Ie became followers of us, and of the Lord, having 
received the Word with much afflittion, and with joy in the Holy 
Cho. And Cap. 2. 13, When ye received the Word of G60, 

; whic 
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which ye heard of ut, yt received it not as the Ward of Man, but 
as it is in truth the Word of God, which eſtectually worketh alſo in 
you that believe. If that you do not. believe; and obey the 
Word that is preached to you, as the Word of God; if you 
accept Mens perſons, if you judge according to the Fleſh, as 
your Ear, and as your fancy. is pleaſed, and your humour is 
gratified ; you do not thew that love to your Elder that God 
requireth of you. Deſire earneſily the ſincere Milk of the Word, 
that ye may grow thereby; let the Word of the Lord be precious un- 
to you, not only (as the manner of ſome is) when there is no 
open Viſion, but alſo whea it is plentifully diſpenced. Let 
— rowth be anſwerable to your feeding, let not farne(s 
loathing, and nauſeouſneſs in you, being „ by the 
Word. Do not deſpiſe the Stewards of Chriſt that miniſter 
it unto you; do not grow weary of the Ordinances of Chriſt, 

you enjoy them peaceably z come not under that re- 
proof, Mal, 1. 13. Te have ſaid alſo, behold what a wearineſs is it * 
and ye have ſnuffed at it, ſaith the Lord of Hoffa. Oh be not 
you ſo guilty ; leſt God ſhould judge you, and ſend leanne/s 
into your Souls, and make you to wander from one Sea unto ano- 
ther, ſeeking the Word of the Lord, and ye ſhall not find it, as he 
ſpeaks, Amos 8. 12, Be not all Ear, do not content your 
elves with heari Sermons, and talking of them, that 
it is a godd and a ſeaſonable Word; do not content your ſelves 
without praiſing them: 1f you know theſe things, happy are you 
if you do them : Be ye the Epiſtle of Chriſt, miniſtred by us, writ- 
ten not on Stone, or with Ink, but in the fleſhly Tables of your 
Hearts by the ſpire of God, 2. Cor. 3. 3. 

Surely, Beloved, if yon profeſs never ſo much Honour, 
and Reverence, and Obedience, to us, in your outward Words 
and Actions, yet if the Word ef Cbriſt, which we preach, doth 
not dwell richly in you, if it be not by you highly valued, ad 
rightly improved, and you do not bring forth the fruits of it, 
in your converſation, you do not what pleaſeth Chriſt, nor 
what ſatisfieth us z it is not that love which we deſire from 
you, but you ſend us mourning to our God. As the Lord 
tells Exekjel, cap. 33. 32. Loe thou art unto them, as 4 vyy 
lovely Song, of one that hath a pleaſant voice, and can play well on 
an Inſtrument, for they hear thy words, and will not do them, 
So we too often find it; and you make us weep bitterly, and 
cry out, becauſe our Labours are ſucceſsleſs. Oh take heed 
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that you do nòt turn your backs on the Rod of Chriſt's Power, 
the Word of his Grace, and take heed alſo that you do not 
hear, with an unbroken, and unaffected, and unbelieving heart; 
for if you do either of cheſe, you are guilty of caſting off 
Chriſt. ® 
4. You muſt pray earneſtly for your Elders, Heb. 13. 18. Pray 
for uu, for we truſt we have a good Conſcience, in all things willin 
to live honeflly, Pray that their ſtores, of the gifts an 
races of the Spirit, may be encreaſed; pray that they may be 
iped by the Holy Spirit in their great work; as the Apoſtle 


calls upon the Epheſians, cap. 6. 19. Pray for me, that utterance - 


may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth b laly to maks 
| known the Myſtery of the Goſpels do not you ſtop your Miniſters 
mouth; do not you ſay that he grows dull, whilſt you neglect 
praying for him that would open his mouth. So to the 
Coloſſians the Apoſtle ſaith, cap. 4. 3. Withal, praying for} un, 
that God would open a dovr of utterance, to ſpeak the Myſtery of 
Chriſt ; and to the Theſſalonians, 1 Theſ. 3. 1. Finally Bret hren, 
pray for uu, that the Word of the Lord may run, and be glorified, 
even 41 it is with you. Pray for us that we may have ſucceſs in 
our work, and pray that we may be delivered from wicked and 
unreaſonable Meng for al Men have not Faith; as it follows in 
the next verſe. And in Row. 15. 30. Now beſeech you, Bre- 
thren, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and the Love of the Spirit, 
that ye ſtrive together with me, in yonr prayers to God for me, that 
I may be delivered from them that believe not in Judea, and that 
my Service that I have for Jeruſalem, may be accepted of the Saints: 
Oh pray that their Labours may be acceptable ; for tho' their 
Work ought to be acceptable, yet many times it i, not. Pray 
for them that all their afflictions, dangers, and troubles, ma 
be ſanctiſied to them, for the working out of their own Sal- 
vation: Thu ſhall turn, to my Salvation, thro" your prayers, and the 
ſupplies of the Spirit of Chris, Phil: 1. 19, Pray allo that God 
would ſend forth more Labourer s into his Harve#, Luke 10. 2. 

5. Tou muſt communicate to them in al good things, that ſo (if 
poſſible) they may live free from care, and from the cumber 
of the World, that they muſt not have their minds perplexed, 
or diverted, from their Studies, by outward ſtraits, or worldly 
entanglements : Yea, you may ſepply them ſo, that they may 
be able to ſhew Hoſpitality, and Charity. The Scripture is very 
expreſs for this, 1 Cor, 9. 7. Who gorth a Warfare any time 4 
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bis own charge * who planteth 4 Vine)ard; and eateub not of the 
fruit thereof ? or who feedeth a Flock, and eateth not of the Milk 
of the Flock ? verl. 14. Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that they 
who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. So Gal. 6.6. Let 
him that is taught in the Word, communicate to him that teacheth 
in all good things, Matth. 10. 10. The Labourer is worthy of his 
Hire, It was Jeroboam's policy to make Prieſts of the loweſt 
of the people, and many do account it policy to keep their Mi- 
niſters bare, that ſo they may ſtill be the loweſt of the people; 
but herein they do not rake counſel of God. And as Elders muſt 
not be Hirelings (they muſt not be ſuch as take care only for 
the profit, and are not willing to expoſe themſelves to hazard, 
and loſs, and danger; they muſt not every one, look for his own 
ain from his quarter; a Biſhop mu#t not be given to filthy lucre, Iſa. $6. ut. 
Fae muſt tale the overſight of the Flock, not by conſtraint, but wil- Titus 1. 7. 
lingly ; not for av. lucres ſake, but of a ready mind; as I lay , pet. We 
Miniſters muſt not be Hirelings) ſo when you give them a : | 
little, you muſt not any of you think that you may treat them f 
4 if they were Hirelingsz you muſt none of you expect to | 
command them in their work, and if they will not truckle to ? 
all your humours, you muſt not ſay that you will give them f 
nothing it is 2 juſt. Debt you owe them, and gratitude ob- a 
ligeth you, to ſupply your Elders, 2 to your ability; 1 
fo that they may have a comfortable ſubliſtance among you, 
1 Cor, 9. 11. I we have ſown to you ſpiritual things, ts it 4 great | 
thing if we [all reap your carnal things? The Apoſtle tells the | 
Romans in cap. 15. 27. that the Churches of Greece were | 
Debtors unto the Saints at Jn becauſe from them firſt 
came the Goſpel Miniſtration and inances, and much more 
are the people Debtors to their Miniſters, by whom the Word i} 
and Ordinances, are continually miniſtred unto them. tl 
6. You muſt own your Elders in their Suffering: for the ſake of 
Chriſt, and of his Goſpel; as in 2 Tim. f. 16, 17, 18. The Apoſtle 
mentions Ove ſipborus with great praiſe, for be often refreſhed me, 
and was not aſhamed of my Chains j and when 1 was at Rome ſought 
me out very diligently, and found me; and in many things be mini- 
fred unto him «t Epbeſm 3 and he mentions it as a ſad charge c 
againſt other Brethren, in cap. 4. 16. At my fr Anſwer ns Man 1 
ane me ; 1 pray God it be not laid to [ 
their charge : Oh | do not you in a time of diſtreſs, when your: 
Shepherd is aimed at, run away acqording to the Proverb, q 
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will ſmite the Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be ſcattered: And do 
not think this is unſeaſonably moved, for you. krow not whar 
evil may be in the Earth, therefore hear for ile time to came. This 
then is the Duty that you owe to your:Eldersz you muſt ho- 
nour and reverence them; you muſt obey them, and ſubmic 
to them; you muſt believe and practiſe the ſincere Word of 
God that they preach ; you mult pray earneſtly for them, and 
communicate to them in all good things; and you muſt own 
them intheir Sufferings for Chriſt. 


2. The ſecond thing is the Aoti ve, why you muſt do this, and 
that is, for their works ſake: The work beloved is ror/ſome to 
them, and profit able for you, therefore you are to love them 
for their work s ſake. See that he may be with you without fear, 
for he worketh the work of the Lord, as J alſo do, 1 Cor. 16, 10. 

You muſt love Saints, as Saints; and you muſt love Mini- 
ters, as Miniſters; Mat: h. 0. 41. You muſt ſhew kindneſs to 
Prophets, in the name of 4 Prophet, to Elders, in the name of an 
Elder. Fehoram honoured Eliſha, becauſe he helped him againſt 
his Enemies ; he ſent him word of the Ambuthes, laid by che 
Syrian King againſt him; and when he brought the Army of 
the Syrians into the midſt of Samaria, Fehorain cryed out, My 
Father, my Father, ſhal I ſmite them? 2 Kings6, 21. but when 
Eliſha did not help Feboram againſt the Famine, ſo ſoon as he 
expected, then he vowed he would cake of Eliſha's Head, v.31. 
ſo that the honour be gave him, was not for his works /ake, 
but becauſe he had ſome great benefit by him. The people fol- 
lowed Chriſt, but it was for the /ake of the Loavei, wherewith 
he fed them; Job 6. 27. but when they did ditguſt his ſpi- 
ritual Doctrine, then they for/dok him, v. 60,66, and when they 
could not bear his cloſe reproofs (he told them, they did the 
work of their Father the Devil) then they took up Stones to 2 
him, Job. 8. 39, 40, 59. Beloved, if you do limit your reſpect 
and kindneſs to your Elders, by ſuch low Motive, as their na- 
tural gifts, learning, fine floating language, popularity, pliable- 
neſs to your humours, and will, or any other carnal reſpect, 
you do not ſhew that true love to them, that you owe them : 
But you muſe perform faithfully, the Duties that you owe 
them, for their works ſake,. that muſt be your chief Motive, It 
is a moſt excellent work; it is a work whereby your greateſt 
good and happineſs is promoted, your faith and joy is you, 
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and ſtrengthened; and your ſalvation furthered; you muſt 
love them for cheir work ſake, for their laborious diligence, 
and honeſt plainneſs, in exhorting, admoniſhing, reproving, 
and comforting you as the caſe doth require; this muſt be 
your Motive, and if ycu do not act from a true Motive, you do 
not act accept ably. | 

I ſhall add three Reaſons, why you muſt thus love them, and 
thus carry it, to them that are over you in the Lord. 7. 
2 wg Chriſt's ſake, for your own lake, and for your Elders 
e. 
1. You muſt do thus for Chriſt's /ake, for they are ſent by 
Chriſt, and he hath a tender regard to them, and he gives charge 
concerning them, do my Prophets no harm: Whatever you do to 
them, he takes it as done to himſelf, Matth. 10. 40, He that 
receiueth you, receiveth me z and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; 
and he that de. piſet h me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. SO again Luk. 
10, 16. Chriſt is concerned in all your carriag « Bax all ru 
kindneſs, or unkindneſs, that you ſhew to his Meflengers whom 
he ſends unto you. As Moſes anſwered in the behalf of Aaron, 
Thou and all thy company are gathered together again#t the Lord, 
and what is Aaron, that ye murmur ag ainſi bim * Numb. 16. 11. 
All your quarrels, all your contendings, all your murmurings, 
are againſt the Lord; and what are your poor Elders that ye 
murmure againſt them ? if you caſt off your Elders, you caſt off 
Chri#t; if you diſcourage your Elders, you diſpleaſe Chriſt. 

2. You muſt thus carry it to them for your own ſake ; it's for 
your good z it is profitable for you, to know them that are over you 
in the Lord; but if you break Chrit's Cords,and will not know 
them that are over you in the Lord, this is not liberty, but li- 
centiouſneſs. It is for your Edification, for the Edification of 
the whole Church, that you ſhould love your Elders : The 
Church, the body edifies it ſelf in love, Epb. 4. 1 2, 16. It is fooliſh for 
any to think that the Church can be encreaſed; by leſſening of the 
Elders; your Elders are the Inſtruments, by which the Lord 
doth uſually diſpence ſpiritual bleſſings to you, things that ac- 
company Salvation; if yon deſpiſe and vex the Inſtruments, 
you may thereby obſtruct the communication of thoſe graces 
to your Souls; your Elders are perſons, on whoſe welfare, the 
common good of the Church depends, and therefore ought to 
be preferred in all kinds and degrees of love; they are given 
for this end, that C#rif may 4wel among you, by his Spirit and 


Faith,. 
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Faith, Pſalm 68, 18. That be might fil all things, Eph: 6. 10. 
That he might fill the Members with more Graces, and the 
Church with more Members. You may be tempted to think 
that you ſhall get by neglecting your Elders, but *tis unproſita- 
ble for you, both here and hereafter : Your Elders may per- 
baps have the preſent Burthen, and trouble of your weakning 
their Hands in their Work, but the ſad conſequence will be 
to your ſelves; it will be to your own diſadvantage, Heb. 
13.17. They muſt give an account; that they may do it with joy, | 
and not with grief; for that is unprofitable for you; It is unpro- 
ficable for you, if you grieve their Spirits. 

3. For your Elders ſake , becauſe it is for their good, that 
they may go'on cheerfully in their laborious Work, and thac 
they may be ſtrengthned againſt choſe Temptation, where- 
with their Work is attended. If you do not ſhew a Goſpel 
Spirit in all your carriage to them, you ſadden their Hearts, 
and make them todo their Work feebly. Conſider, I beſeech 
you, they are frail Men like your ſelves, and that the Wicked 
do daily vex their righteous Souls, that they have much difficulty 
in keeping their own Spirits, chat they be not overcome by 
Temptation; and if pau add further unto this, their Brethrens 
dealing roughly with them, Oh how will this pierce and 
grieve them > Conſider, I beſeech you, they are daily giving 
an account to the Lord Jeſus of the Flock committed to them, 
if their Flock be a thriving Flock, a growing Flock, if they 
ſee the Graces of the Spirit abounding in them; then they 
with Joy praiſe Chriſt, for his Spirit and Grace beſtowed on 
them: As the Apoſtle in the behalf of the Philippians, Chap. 
2. 16, 17. & Chap. 1. 3,4, 5: That | may rejoyce in the doy of 
Chriſt, thas I have not run in vain, nor labowred in vain ; yea, and 
if I be offered np, upon the ſacrifice and ſervice of your Faith, 1 
Joy and rejoyce with you al, So likewiſe to the Theſſalonians, 
1 Theſl. 3. 8, 9. Therefore, Brethren, we are comforted over you 
all, in all our affiittions, and diſtreſſes, by your Faith; for now we 
live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord; for what thanks can we render 
to God again for you, for all the joy, wherewith we joy, before God 
for your ſakes ? But if the Flock be diſeaſed and weak, and un- 
thriving s and if the fat ones of the Flock do thruft with the 
Side, and puſh with the Horn; then your poor Elders give their 
Account with ſorrow, and mourn before the Lord, and make 
known their complaints to him, who will hear them. Was 
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it not a. ſad thing, that Elijab ſhould make interceſſion to C 


againſt Iſrael 7 Rom. 17. 2. And is it not a ſad thing that you 
ſhould ſtop the Mouths, and ſtraiten the Spirits of your El- 
ders, when they pray for you? But the Apoſtle ſaith, We were 
comforted in your comforts; and exceedingly the more we joyed for 
the joy of Titus, becauſe his ſpirit was refreſhed by you all, 2 Cor. 

. 13. Let your Elders be comforted in your Comforts, 
2 them be refreſhed by you all. That is the ſecond Dextrine. 
That ĩt is the Duty of the Church, and every particular Mem- 
ber, highly to eſteem, and love, and honour them that are ſet 
dyer them, in the Lord. 


By way of Application. 


I. If any faithful Elders do meet with 4 contrary carriage 
from any chat are in the Church, ler them not deſpond : They 
have the Example of their Lord and Maſter, who ſuffered 
the like, Iſaiab 49. 4. Then, ſaid I, I have laboured in vain, 
1 have ſpent my ſtrength for nought, and in vain ;' yet ſurely my 
judgment is with the Lord, and my work with my God, God is 
Witneſs of your Faithfulneſs and Diligence, in your Work; 
and tho you meet with nothing but contempt and hard uſage, 
God wil give Judgment for you, God will reward'you in 
due time. Let us conſider the of Satan Is in it, who is 
the great Enemy to the Goſpel, and to thoſe that are com- 
miſſionated to diſpenſe it, and the Ordinances of it: Should 
we expect Peace with Satan? Can we expect any otherwiſe, 
but that ſo far as his Devices can prevail, he will do us all 
the miſchief, and cauſe us all the trouble he can ? 7 would 
have come unto you once aud again, (aith Paul, 1 Theſſ. 2. 18. 
but Satan hindred me; he will hinder ſo far as God permits: 
Let us alſo conſider the hand of God in it; it is to hanible us, 
ro ffir us up to Prayer, (they have rewarded me evil for good. 
but I give my ſelf to Prayer, P/a/m 109. 4.) and 70 fir n wp 
to greater diligence in our Work ; and conſider that he takes 
notice of all your Labour, and all thoſe Difficulties that you 
are under; Thon haft born, and haſt patienre; and for my 
Name' ſake baſt liboured and baſt not fainted , Rev. 2, 3. Re- 
-member the eye 'of God is p08 ie obſerving how you 

PH Ni — 


* 


—— — n — ä 9 * 3 i . 
1:2 Mutual Dutres of Elders anc et ple. 


behave your ſelf, and that he takes gracious cognizance, of 
your going on couragiouſſy under ſuch diſcouragements. 

2. Let me apply this by way of Exhortation; Ve beſeech you 
Brethren, to know them that are over you in the Lord, and that you 
efteem them highly in love, for their Works ſakg : Let me beleech 
you by the meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt to do fo. Let 
not any ſay I,over-do in preſſing you, I have the great Apoſile 
ing me an example in my Text, moſt ſeriouſly and moſt 
Se onarely this Exhortation. We had rather be 
altogether filent in this matter. but there is danger leſt you 
ſhould be unmindful of your Duty: The Apoſtle ſaw it to 
be needfal, and we find ic to be needful, to exhort you, and 
ſtir up your minds, by way of Remembrance; and-if we thould 
be totally negligent in this matter, it would be ſuch a piece 
of Modeſty and Self-denyal , as would turn to your loſs: 
Therefore I beſeech you, that you would thus love, and ſne 
the Effects of your love to your Elders. And in order here- 

unto, 
1. You muſt wnderfand wright, and be convinced of your Duty 
to yeur Elders : be: not willing! 22 of your Duty; lee not 
e turn away your minds from the conſideration of your: 
ty and let not your hearts be reſolved againſt it. Know 

and lay to heart, that the ſtation wherein Chriſt hath ſet your 
Elders, calls for thoſe Duties at your hands: let not evil Cu- 
ſtoms, deſire of Reputation, or of Domination, or deſire to- 
obtain the Favour of any, leſſen your due reſpect to your 
Elders, but bee deep impreſſion on your Conſciences, that 
this is your Duty ; rive not againſt the conviction of it. 

"Conf er Chriſt commands you, and their work. doth 
10 oblige you, that youſhould fo carry it to them; put 

our Conſciences under the awe of Chriff's Command, and: 

ove them for their work lake; if this Motive affect you, 
you will do your Duty with more delight to your ſelves, and 
with greater acceptation to Jeſs Chris, 

2. Do not watch for the failings of your Elders, that ſo you 
might have ſomewhat whereby. co confirm your prejudices, 
and to. juſlifie your murmurings againſt them; be not like 
Fleſh Flies, that love to dwell upon the ſore place; they are 
Men ſubject to like Paſhons with your ſelves; they are An- 
gels in Office, but they are not yet Angels in _perfett Helineſs ; 
therefore Uo yqu. cover their Infirmities- with.a Mantle of 

ü Love; 
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Love; never take plesſure ia diſcovering the ne dneſt of your 
12 1 Fathers. 
Let your Loue be conſtant ; da not you fall G that re- 
et, which the Apoſtle gives the Ga{atiers 4.15, 16. 
Where is then the bleſſedpefs ye ſpeak of ? for 1 ry you record, 
that if it had been paſſible, you would have pugked aut your own 
. Eyes, and bave given them to me; 1. I there efare became your 
Enemy, becauſe I tell you ebe truth Let that Tore, th that ap- 


ared warm in your firſt joyning in this R ſtill en- 
— ing; lee * — y | Toby Be The Eh oy 
that are-never-pleaſed but with new chings > be an un- 
ſtable mind, always affecting iq thac 0 


have tyred you, in i © gy 80 es; 
ſay SEP * peaking to aria 


3 Dodtrine. That the. Elder faithful diſcher of their Gow, 
and the Peoples co 4 775 n Fal Day, and 
ritUy joyned toget 


Do not expect that you ſhall find the one without the ot 
and when you ſee theſe joyned together, then do water 
ian in her then will you rejoyce in t 2 
ſay, Look upon Zion, the City of our Solemnitics, thine eyes ſhall 
ſee Jeruſalem « guet Habitation , 4 Tahernacle that ſhalt not be 
talen down, &c. Iſa. 38. 20. 

Briefly let me mention every part of this Doctrine. 

1. T. 7 Elders diſcharge of their Duty, is @ means to oblige the 
People, to 4 Conſcientious diſcharge of theirs, and to promote mutual 
Peace. Therefore, Say to Arc bippus, take heed ro the Miniitry 
+ wn thou 2 mewn inthe Lord, that thow fulfill it, Col. 4-17. 


e nor Reverence, if you do not 
ae als ly fulfil ce . 1 4 that you have 4 in the 
be proud, and haughty, and felf-will'd, they 
loſer hol ol the Decples Love. * Cor. 7 24. We * 
not over your Fats, out are peipers your joy. 
— Obeit Practiſe, and teach the 
hach — If Elders Mat. 23. 4. 
* — not the People 
5 5 io e Mal. 2. Therefore bs — 
1 made you cont and baſe before all the People, accor 
ve have not kept my ways, 1 my loves I 2 


mutual Peace, art 
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- The Mutual Duties of Elders and People. 
ders do not faithfully Adviſe the Church, if they addict 
themſelves to the pleaſing of ſome particular Men, and do 
not conſult and aim at the general good of the Church; then 
there is not like to be mutual Peace in the Church. 

An Elders carriage in the Church, muſt be like that of Mor- 
decaies, Eſt her 10. 3. who was accepted of the multitude of hi; 
Brethren, ſeching the wealth of his people, and ſpeaking Peace to 
all bisſeed; So if an Elder expect to be accepted of his Bre- 
thren, be muſt ſeek che wealth of his people, and ſpeak 
peace to all the Flock. a 
2. That Peoples Conſciencions Diſcharge of their Duty, is a means 
to encourage the Elders, to be faithful in their Duty, and it ir a 
means f mutual Peace. If the People behave themſelves 
proudly and contemptyouſly againſt their Elders, if they ſtrive 
with them, and obſtinately reſiſt their Admonitions, and 
Reproofs, they will weaken their Hands, and ſink their Spi- 
rits, and give occaſion for Strife and Diviſion in the Church. 
For conſider how great a matter a little fire kindlerh: But if 
the People carry it lovingly to their Elders, and ſay, Thine are 
we, peace be to thee, and to thy helpers, for thy God belpeth thee ; 
then (hall the Elders ſacceed in their Work and Labour ; 
having a free acceſs to the Spirits of their People; then ſhall 
all offence and occaſion of Diviſion be greatly prevented. 

3: Mutual Peace doth in an eminem manner, tend to help the 
Elders in the diſcharge of their Duty, and help the * in the 
diſcharge of their Duty, Peace doth promote ell Godlineſs, 
and all Honeſty, and doth promote the Edification of all, 
Rom. 14. 19. Let us therefore follow after the things that make for 
Peace, and things wherewith one may edifie another, And in Cap. 15. 
v. 2. Let every one pleaſe is Neighbour, for his good to Edification : 
Behold , hom pleaſant, and good a thing it is for Brethren to dwell 
together in wnity ; there the Lord commands the Ae even life 
for evermore, Pſal. 133. But if a Spirit of Diviſion doth pre- 


vail in a Church; then the Devil gets Advantage, to hinder 


the good ſucceſs of the Miniſtry, to obſtrua the Elders in 
doing their Duty, who cannot live comfortably, nor labour 
induftrioufly , if they be in a fire, and a flame of Diviſion ; 
and the Devil gers advantage- alſo , to alienate the People 
from their Duty, and to bring all Miſchief into the Church, 
Famer 3; 14 If ye have bitter envyings and ſtrifes in your 
heats, glory not, and lie not againit the Truth ; for where _ 
an 
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and ſtrife is, there is confuſion, and every evil work, Verle 16. 


If ye bite and devour one another, take heed lef# ye be conſumed , 


one of another, Gal. 5. 15. I have ſhewed you ſhortly the 
Truth of the Doctrine. Ke 


And I would only repeat the Exhortation ; be you then ex- 
horted, I beſeech you, Brethren, to undiſſembled love, and unfeigned. 
Peace; let Love be the Principle, and let Holineſs be the Bond 
of Peace among you: Hear how pathetically the Apo is preſſeth 

the Exhortation, Eph. 4. 1, 2. 3. 1 cherefore, the Priſoner of the 
Lord, beſeech you, that ye walk, worthy of the calling, wherewith ye 
are called; with all lowlineſs, and meekneſs, with long-ſuffermg 
forbearing one another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of Peace. So in 2 Philip. 1. 4. If. there be 
any conſolation in Cbriſt, if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of 
the Spirit, if any bowels,and mercits ; fulfil ye my joy hat ye be like 
minded,having the ſame love,being of one accord, of one mind; let no- 
thing be done through ſtrife or vain-glory; but in lowlineſs of mind; let 
each efteem others better than themſelves z look. not every Man ou 
bis own things ; but every Man alſo on the things-of others. Are 
you Chriſtians > Do you believe this to be the Word of 
God; that doth contain the Evidences of your Salvation? 
And can you eaſily forget ſuch pathetical Exhortations ? Let 
not the Elders, nor let, I beſeech you, any of the Brethren, 
have cauſe to complain: As P/alm 120. 6,7. I bave long awelt 
with them that hate Peace; I am for Peace ; but when I ſpeak, they 
art for War. | 


By way of Direction. 


1. Avoid Pride, and an over-weening eſteem of your own Wiſdom 
and Worth, Prov. 13. 10 Only by Pride cometh Contention ; I. e. 
Cbiefly and e by Pride cometh Contention; and if 
there is any thing of another cauſe, that cauſeth Contention, 
yet Pride mingleth therewith, and blows up the Flame more 
vehemently : Therefore avoid Pride; yea, do you count your 
* be nothing. Conſider that Parable Eceleſiaſt. 9. 
15, 16. 


2. Seek 


* 
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e not your own Intereſs and Aduantegt z prefer the 

lick good of the Charch, before your o private con- 
veniency, 1 Cor. 10. 24, Let no Man feek bj; own, but every aur 
another; Wealth ; do not inſiſt ſtifly upon your Right '3 do not 
continually reſolve that you will not abate a Pin, but be of a 
yielding Spirit. The Promiſe of. the Land was made to 4bra- 
bam; but, ſaith he to Lot, 8 there be no ſtrife, my Brother, be- 
tween me and thee, (Gen. 13. J, 9.) do thou take thy choice; 
if rhou goeft to the right-hand, I will go to the left, &c. There 
fore if you ſtifly infilt upon any thing of your-own Will, and 
Intereſt, conſider that jour Farber Abraham did nor ſo. 

3. Be not buſie Bodies, 1 Thell. 4. 11. Tha ye ftndy to be 
quiet, and to do your own buſineſs, o dan, loye the Honogr 
. is your honour to be on” 708 can ſo ealaly do 

wn Buſineſs well; don't you think to yon, tO « 
the Buſineſs of others, and that nothi ARCHES what 
you have the or 4 1 don't yon rg rips | 
the doers of all. 1 theſe ewo e 
the firſt in the two Wales faire es 
Brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the ee 3 
ſupport the weak, be patient towards all Men. 2832 ren. 
der evil for evil unto any Man: But ever follow that 
is good, both among your ſelves, and to al Men, And 4 aſl add 
the other thereunto, and and conclude, 2 Cor. 13. 11. F 3 
ye. farewell : Be perfect, be of good comfart, be of one 
live in Peace; and the God of Love and Peace ſhall he with you. 
The Lord impreſs this upon all our Hearts. 
Funes 
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A Word in Seaſon. 
Deſenſire Armour againſt four of Satans moſt Fiery Darts, 


1 
3 


Sermons upon the whole firſt and ſecond Chapters of the Cnticles. 


Thirteen Sermons upon ſeveral Uſeful Subject:. 

- The Happineſs of Brethren dwelling together in Uniry, All pub- 
iſhed by Fob» Colings, D. B. of Norwich, 

The Way of the Spirit in bringing Souls to Chrift, 
| "The Glory of Chriſt ſet forth, with the Necefficy of Faith, in ſe- 
veral Sermons 3: both by Mr. Tho, Alem late Paſtor of a Chuceh of 
Chriſt ar Norwich, 

Encch's Walk with God, and Ohriſt a Chriſtian's Gain: By Mir: 
Timothy Armitage, \ate Puſtor of a Church of Chriſt at Norwich, 


Precious Protnifes the Portion 'of Overcomers, By Mr. Jobe 


Miniſt oth. 
5 i ins Bat, in Mr Fra "Engliſh fate Minifier in 


* to Spell En gliſh righr. 
The Hiſtory of the Proteſtant Reformation, as it was begun by 


Luther. 


The Dead Sxints — , bring « Sermon Preached upon the 


Death of Mr, Newcormb,in Eſer. By 
The Ordinary Mater of Prayer drawn into Queſtions and 


Anſwers, 


Two Treatifes ; the firſt of, Rejoycing in the Lord Jeſus in 


all Condiriona The ſecond, Of 'a Chriftian's Flope in Hea- 
'ven, and Freedom from Condemnation by Chrift, Both by Mr. Ro- 
bert Ai, late Miniſter of Jcfur Chriſt in Vorwieh. 

Obedience to Migiſtrates recommended, in a Sermon Preached 


go 9, 1683, By Fonatban Claphany , Rector of Warplim bam 


1/3 

3 Diſcourſes z one of Spiritual Bleſlings, the other, that God 
hath an high account of the leaſt Grace in the Saints: By Mr, Jobn 
Cromwell, late Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt in Norwich, 

inlant Baptiſin of Chriſt's Appointment : By Mr, Samwel Pete, 
Paſtor of a Church in Sudbury In Suffolk, 

Of the Converſion of Sinners to God in Chriſt, * „ Neceſſity, Na- 
ture, Mcansand Signs of it; with a Concluding Speech to the Un- 


converted, 


An 
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the Bapt if and Presbyterian. 

A Sermon Preached upon the death of that Pious and Learned 3 
vine Joh Collinges, D. D. All by Mr. Marcin Finch, Paſtor of e 
Church of Chrilt in Norwich: 3 

Sincerity, or the Upright Mans walk to Heaven, delivered in ſeveral © 7 
"Sermons, in the Pariſh Church of St. Michael, in Long * * to, 
Norfolk, by Mr. James O/field, late Miniſter there. 5 

Alexipharmacon Spirit uals: Being « Defenfive againſt the poy on 
and ſting of death; or the great expedient how to make the Bed o 1 | 
the Grave ſo eaſie that we may lay down in peace and take our reſt”. 

A Plea for Abatements in Matters of Conformity. IV 
4 Sermon preached upon the 30h. day of Jan. 1695, All by, Mr. 
on Snowden Miniſter of the Goſpel in Newton in N. 1 

Chriſt ſer forth in ſeveral Sermons, upon the 7 h. Chapter to he 

Helreun, 2 Rob. Otter, late Paſtor of a Church ot Chriſ in 


Beeckes i in Suffolk, 

Sacramental Diſcourſes on ſeveral Subjects: To which adds | {4 
A Diſcourſe of the Life of Faith, by Chriſtopher Ammarant, Paſtor 
of a Church in Sourbripps in Nerfolk. 

A Diſcovery of. Audacious Infolence againſt the Doctrine of wht 74 
Church of England, vented in a Malicious Pampbler, by T. _ 
Grantham. by 

A Practical Diſcourſe upon the 8th, of the Romans, W's 4 4 

A Brief and Plain Diſcourſe upon the Decrees of God; dip] 
Nath, VViles. © * 1 1 

The right way of ſeeking God, in a Sermon preached. at Greas 1 8 
Yarmouth, by Mr. James Hannot, Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt 1 ere.” 

The Hiſtory of the Birth, Life, Suffering and Death of our 5 lefle 
Saviour, by Mr, Henry Brett, of Pulbam in Norfolk, : 

The exceeding abundant Grace of God diſplayed, in dec — | 
verſion of William Gymer, à Penitent Malefactor and Nurderer, 4 Fo = 
was executed on the Caſtle Hill of Norwich, September 4. ob, ©. 
WMelen * Jobn Lucas. 
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